
Dartmouth Yarns 
Fall-Winter Classes 2012 

 
Most classes meet on Wednesday evenings in the Dartmouth Yarns shop at 52 Queen St., Dartmouth, from 6:30-
8:30 pm (Thrumming is the exception).  Class enrollment is limited to 7 students per class. You can call or e-mail 
(422-YARN or info@DartmouthYarns.com) to register for a class, but space is not guaranteed until the full class fee 
has been paid.  If your desired class is filled, you can be placed on a waiting list.  Along with light refreshments, 
some materials used in class will be provided, but make sure you read each class description fully to see skill level 
and extra material requirements.  You will need pencil and paper, a blunt-tipped darning needle, and scissors for 
all classes.  All materials are, of course, available for purchase in the shop.  Please feel free to call us at 422-YARN, 
if you have any questions about classes. 
 
Knitting 101:  The Basics—In Progress 
Instructor:  Kate 
This course is for anyone who is interested in learning to knit for the first time or for those who have been away 
from needles way too long.  We will cover casting on, knit and purl stitches, simple increasing and decreasing (so 
you don’t always have to knit squares), as well as some basic knitting know-how regarding different yarns, needles, 
and reading patterns.  We will make a simple coaster and a scarf with the skills learned in class. 
Requirements:  No prior knitting experience or knowledge is expected. 
Materials:  You will need 100 g skein of worsted weight (4) wool yarn and one pair of size 4.5 mm (US 7) straight 
needles.  Patterns and material for in-class practice will be provided, but you will want yarn of your choice to work 
on your project. 
Meeting dates:  September 12, 19, 26   
Introduction to Top-Down Socks 
Instructor: Pat 
Are you ready to take the plunge into sock-knitting?  Hand-knit socks are loved by every Canadian and are a staple 
holiday gift for everyone you want to stay warm and safe during our cold winters.  This course is designed to 
introduce you to sock-knitting.  The traditional top-down method will be followed using double-pointed needles: 
making the cuff first, turning the heel with short rows, and racing to a grafted finish at the toe.  By the end of the 
course, you will be finishing at least one of a fabulous pair of socks. 
Requirements:  No experience knitting socks is expected, but you should be comfortable with the knit and purl 
stitch, as well as basic casting-on and binding-off.  Experience with increasing and decreasing is helpful. 
Materials:  You will need 100 g skein of tradition wool sock-weight yarn (usually 75% superwash wool and 25% 
synthetic fibre, approximately 420 m per 100 g ball) and one set of size 2.25 mm (US 1) – 3.0 mm (US 2.5) double-
pointed needles.  The pattern used will be provided to you, but you will want yarn of your choice to complete your 
own socks. 
Meeting dates:  October 10, 17, and 24   
 
Thrumming (as in for thrummed mittens) 
Instructor:  Joan 
We’ve heard that thrummed mittens are a Newfoundland invention.  Whether this is true or not, there is certainly 
no reason to let your hands, or the hands of your loved-ones, get cold this winter when you can learn how to 
incorporate a fluffy, fleecey lining into the mittens you knit.  This workshop will teach you the basics of 
thrumming—mittens, headbands, hats, slippers, etc.—both flat and in-the-round.   
Requirements:  This workshop is planned for comfortable knitters who have some experience knitting in-the-
round.) 
Materials:  Practice yarn, enough carded, merino thrum roving for a pair of mittens, and a thrummed mitten 
pattern will be provided (there is a material fee for the roving, but  you may bring your own roving, if you choose). 
You will need approximately 100 g skein of worsted-weight,  wool yarn to complete your own mittens, one set of 
appropriately sized double-pointed or circular needles (or 2 circulars if that is you preferred method of knitting in-
the-round), and one set of needles 1 size smaller (optional).   
Meeting dates:  October 20, 2:00-4:00  
Colorwork using Fair Isle Techniques 

NEW 
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Instructor: Kathy 
Adding color to your knitting builds on the skills you’ve already developed in single-yarn fabric creation.  Fair Isle 
knitting, also known as stranded colorwork, is an old technique that uses two contrasting strands of yarn in each 
knitted row: one used to make the stitch, while the other is carried along until it is needed to add color in another 
stitch.  The resulting fabric can display simple or elaborately colored patterns and is extra thick, thanks to the two 
strands of yarn on most rows.  Fair Isle is great for sweaters, hats, and mittens, and is commonly used on items 
that are knit in the round.  A headband will be knit during the course to show off new colorwork skills. 
There are numerous techniques to knit Fair Isle.  The technique that will be taught in this class is knitting with one 
color in each hand.  Knitters will start with a practice piece, getting comfortable with knitting both Continental and 
English styles in the same row.  A headband will then be knit during the course to show off new colorwork skills. 
Requirements:  The course is designed for intermediate-level knitters, although no experience with colorwork is 
required.  You should be comfortable with single yarn knitting in the round. 
Materials:  You will need one skein each of two contrasting colors and a 24” circular needle appropriately sized for 
the yarn.  You will discuss the most appropriate yarn choices at the first class meeting. 
Meeting dates:  November 14, 21, 28  Class Fee 
Cable Workshop 
Instructor:  Joan 
Welcome to the busy world of knitted cables: thick and thin, ropes and horseshoes, traveling stitches, and 
reversible cables.  Cables are a foundation design element in traditional fisherman sweaters and can add weight 
and sophistication to many kinds of knitwear.  The course is for comfortable knitters who want to try cables for the 
first time or are looking to expand their cable repertoire.   
Requirements:  The course is designed for comfortable knitters. No experience with cables is required.   
Materials:  Bring a cable needle (any shape will do) and straight or circular 4.5 mm (US 7) needles.  Some practice 
yarn will be available for swatching during class, but, if you have a project in mind for your new cable skills, you can 
bring yarn similar to your planned project yarn and appropriate needles.  
Meeting dates:  October 3     
Double-Knitting Workshop 
Instructor:  Diane 
Did you know that you can knit fabric that has a right-side on both sides?  You can make scarves and hats that are 
fully reversible with unique patterns and colors on each side.  You can knit tubes of fabric without using double-
pointed or circular needles.  Double-knitting techniques open up whole new worlds of possibilities in your knitting.   
The course is for experienced knitters who are comfortable with most basic knitting techniques and are ready to 
expand their skills 
Requirements:  The course is designed for comfortable knitters. No experience with double-knitting is expected.   
Materials:  Bring straight or circular 4.5 mm (US 7) needles.  Some practice yarn will be available for class use.  If 
you have a project in mind for your new double-knitting skills, bring yarn in contrasting colors with you similar to 
your planned project yarn and appropriately sized needles. 
Meeting dates:  November 7    
 
Wet-Knit Felting 
Instructor:  Kate 
Felting is a fun sideline for knitters, because we already make so many cool, wool things.  You will learn about the 
magic of felting anything made of (nearly) 100% wool into solid, sturdy felt.  We will start with creating a great, 
gift-able felt-covered soap then move on to a useful little felted knit bag and felted flowers.  The soap and bag are 
perfect for beginner knitters, and the flowers require only a little more concentration. 
Requirements:  The course is designed for any level knitter.  Required skills include knit, purl, cast on, and bind off.   
Materials:  Yarn will be provided for the soap and flower projects.  You will need less than ½ skein of worsted 
weight, 100% wool yarn (for the bag) and appropriately sized needles for worsted weight yarn. 
Meeting dates:  Dec. 5 & 12    
 


